
Landslide Threat Forces TUCCO’s Cumming Plant
to Relocate

Dale Henderson Sells and Delivers One of the Biggest Jobs
Ever Attempted by TUCCO

Tucker Concrete
Company (TUCCO)
exceeded all expectations
when it teamed up with
Clayco Construction
C o m p a ny of St. Lo u i s, MO,
to help build the Solo Cup
C o m p a ny ’s 1.3 million-
s q u a re - foot distribution
center in Social Circ l e.

“TUCCO supplied
45,000 yards of concrete
for the project,” said
TUCCO General Manager

Dale Henderson. “For starters, we poured a 7-inch-
thick slab of concrete that covers 30 acres. We also
p o u red the tilt-up wall panels and the concrete needed
for exterior paving.”

TUCCO began work on the project in early
November last year and poured concrete every day,
weather permitting, until mid-March. Initially, the

c o m p a ny poured 40,000-50,000 square feet of concre t e
at the site every day. By the time the project reached its
climax, the pours ave raged 65,000 square feet per day.

“In addition to the changing weather conditions,
continued on page 4
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Mixing It Up
With Buddy:

Many wonderful builders and
subcontractors have helped to
shape our hometown of Tucker
and the metropolitan Atlanta area
during the Dekalb building boom
of the 60s and 70s. Some are still
operating, some have either
moved or retired and some have
passed on. TUCCO wants to
remember them and we solicit
your help in adding to the fo l l ow-
i n g list.

We will call it the Honor Roll of
the Construction Boom of Dekalb
County. To add names please 
submit them to me at
rcpit@aol.com or (770) 938-4208.

Ralph Abercromie Sr.
Roy Adams
Arnold Builders
J.W. Bailey
Dan Barber
L.E. Barber
Jerry Barber
Hoyt Black
Warner Blair
George Bramlett
J.R. Brand
Donald Britt
Jack Brownlee
Bill Bryant
Don Bryant
Sanford Burns
Leon Callas
Luke Callas
Parks Chewning
Charles Clack
Gene Cofer
Reed Cofer
Costley Builders
Jerry Dillard
M.L. Dillard

continued on page 2
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TUCCO
Salutes the
Residential and
Commercial
Builders Who
Shaped Our
Community

Buddy Pittard

TUCCO relocated its Cumming Plant in December
after officials at the Lafarge quarry where the facility
o p e rated discove red that the ground beneath the fa c i l i t y
had begun sliding toward the quarry pit.

Ground movement has long been a problem in this
area. A thirty foot sink hole shut down what was Old
Atlanta Road ten years ago when the quarry was
owned by Blue Circle Aggregates.

“The officials at the quarry alerted us that their
laser detection devices had detected some gro u n d
m ove m e n t on Saturday, Dec. 3,” said Ricky Sullens,
area manager. “They continued to monitor the site
and, as the day progressed, they detected more
movement. Basically, the ground under the plant wa s
sliding slowly dow nwa rd toward the quarry.”

Ricky immediately went out to the plant to inspect
the situation and saw no visual difference at first. But
the plant continued to slide. During one twenty-four
hour period, the facility moved approximately 5 inches.

Ricky then notified Buddy Pittard of the situation.
Buddy came out the following morning and met with

Lafarge officials. Afterward, he immediately gave
orders to shut down, disassemble, and move the
plant out of there.

“We stuck to our motto, ‘Employees first’ therefore
the largest consideration was to make sure that no
Tucker Concrete employee would be in danger,”
Buddy said.

To prevent the situation from impacting customers,
Tony Cape and Bill Henderson arranged for the
Gainesville and Dahlonega plants to tempora r i l y fill

Dale Henderson

Project Update

Ronald Reagan parkway northbound center lane.

The Solo Cup Company’s 1.3 million square foot distribution
center in Social Circle, MO.
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Hugh Elder
Hoyt Elder
M.L. Estes
F.E. Fortenberry
J.J. Fowler
Robert Fowler
John Frazier
David Frazier
Wayne Frazier
Carl Garmon
Richard Garner
Charles Garner
Leroy Garner
Emmitt Hardeman
“Cool Breeze” Belvin Haroldson

Jimmy Honea
M.C. Honea
Thurston Honea
Ben Jones
Ted Knight
Richard Knight
Bob Lanier
Allen Melton
Gary Moon
Weldon Nash
Jimmy Nash
Bill Nash
Dan Pattillo
Pat Pattillo
H.G. Pattillo

Paul Perry
Robert Pierce
Lucy Pittman
Larry Ross
Thurmond Shumate
Jack Shumate
Tony Shumate
E.R. Snell
Richard Snell
Ferrell Snell
Earl Snell
Southeast Precast
Frank Stokes
Jimmy Wells
J.J. Wilson

Joe Wilson
Lucy Wilson
John Yost
Ansley Young
Mickey Young
Please join me in making this

list complete. Contact me at
rcpit@aol.com or at (770) 938-4208.
If you miss me please leave any
information with whomever
answers. They will get it to me.
TUCCO owes a “thank you” to so
many friends and customers over
the years and we don’t want to
miss anyone. Q

Mixing It Up With Buddy: (continued from page 1)

Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act
of 1998 

Since it was signed into law October 21 , 1 9 9 8 ,
this bill re q u i res that group health plans (including
B l u e C ro s s / B l u e S h i e l d )offer cove rage for m e d i c a l
and surg i c a l benefits with respect to a mastecto my
or re c o n s t r u c t i ve surgery. More information 
on this subject is available by calling 
1 (866) 444-3272 or online at w w w. d o l . g ov / e b s a.
Ask for a free review booklet entitled “Your
Rights after a Mastectomy” – the Women’s
Health and Cancer Rights Act of 1998.

Health Care Information Now
Available in Spanish (Información del
cuidado médico ahora disponible en
español)

TUCCO is proud to offer Health Care Plans
(HMO/POS/PPO) and enrollment guides in
Spanish. These books and guides can be found
in the main office by contacting Jo Engle in 
the Human Resource Department at 
(770) 908-7051. Q

We have mentioned to all the employees at TUCCO that
we donate money to various charities from time to time,
instead of holding employee gatherings at TUCCO. We
m a ke charitable donations on behalf of our employees an
important part of our business process at TUCCO. In this

spirit, TUCCO and its employees raised and donated over
$ 70,000 to charities in 2005. If you are an employe e of
TUCCO, you had a part in all the good that this money did
for others. Q

Important Facts You Should Know About Your Health Insurance

Human Resources
Putting Safety First Benefits You and the Entire TUCCO Family

TUCCO and Its Employees Donate $70,000+ to Charity in 2005

As you know, TUCCO takes great pride in
putting our employees first. As part of that
commitment, we have made s a f e t y our #1 priority.

Unfortunately, incidents, workers
compensation claims and rising insurance
costs make it harder to offer industry leading-
benefits every ye a r. As a re s u l t , TUCCO has
changed its philosophy and mindset in regards
to our Safety Program. As discussed in our
safety meetings, TUCCO began grading
employees — both individually and collectively
as a group — to determine who receives our
Monthly Safety Bonuses. The group aspect will
create unity and brotherhood where it is
needed most — “In the Trenches.”

With teamwork and leadership, we can all
accomplish great things. In order to remain the
great company we are, we must control our
costs. What better place to start than with our
Safety Program? Management could not ask for
a better group of people with which to work.

We thank you for your commitment and
d e d i c a t i o n to this company and wish you all a
safe and happy 2006.
Remember to Think First

Know the Situation – Think twice before
reacting to any situation. Always put TUCCO
first before making your decision.

Look Out For One Another – We are all in
this together. No one person is larger or greater

than the group. Be assertive and offer your
help. More importantly don’t be too stubborn
to accept a fellow employee’s generosity or
opinion.

You Are More Than A Driver at TUCCO–
Whether you know it or not, we are all
salespeople. A safe and courteous Dispatcher,
Driver, Yard Man or Mechanic helps to create a
satisfied customer. A satisfied customer
guarantees us more business tomorrow.

Together Everyone Achieves More. Q
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Tucker Concrete Company will continue to
face challenges related to tight cement supplies
in 2006, according to the latest industry re p o r t s.

Experts believe that cement consumption
will total more than 130 metric tons in 2006 —
a 3.7 percent increase over the record set in
2005, when TUCCO was forced to raise prices
on three separate occasions to keep pace with
growing cement costs.

Much of the increased demand in 2006 will
result from growing demand in nonresidential
and public construction. Industry analysts see
n ew industrial and office buildings, hospita l s, and
water supply system projects on the horizo n , as
well as new highway and government construc-
tion. The growth in these markets will more
than offset the 2.2 percent decline that experts
expect in residential construction as interest
rates continue to rise.

Fortunately, a new trade agreement with
Mexico may help to relax the tightness of the
market to a degree. In January, U.S. and
Mexican officials announced an agreement-in-
principle to settle a 16-year dispute over the
tariff on Mexican cement imports. Under the
terms of the proposed agreement, which goes
into effect this spring, the United States will
reduce duties on Mexican cement from $26 per
ton to $3 per ton. The agreement also allows
M exico to increase the to tal amount of cement
it ships to the U.S. from 2 million metric tons to
3 million metric tons. If all goes according to
plan, the two nations will then phase duties
and quotas altogether after three years.

No matter what the market does, however,
TUCCO will continue to stick to our proven
strategy of purchasing cement from several 
different sources to ensure that we always
have a sufficient supply on hand to meet our

customers’ needs. At present, TUCCO divides
its p u rchases among five different companies.
T h i s d i ve rsity of sourc e s, combined with the
b u s i n e s srelationships that TUCCO has esta b l i s h e d
d u r i n g its nearly 50 ye a rs in business, will enable
us to keep all of our plants supplied and our
customers happy at the lowest possible costs.

In addition, TUCCO greatly appreciates the
patience of our customers as we continue to
monitor and respond to changing market 
conditions that result in increases in the cost 
of raw materials. As always, we will continue 
to do everything within the realm of possibility
to keep these costs under control and provide
the greatest possible value to our customers at
all times. Q

Challenges Posed by Cement Shortages Will Continue in 2006

Ann Harris Dell recently pro-
vided us with some additional
information about the pipe that
a tornado blew through a tree
near B ro c kett Road, which we
re p o r t e d on in the last issue of
this newsletter.

Ann is a descendent of Eugene
Harris Jr. Eugene bought the land
in 1938 from the Bro c kett fa m i l y
and used it as their “summer
p l a c e.” The family called the
p roperty “Windy Hill.”

The tornado struck April 6,
1936. Locals called it “The

Gainesville Tornado” because it
did a great deal of damage in
Gainesville. The pipe came from
a well tower that stood on the
land. The tornado blew the pipe
from the tower at such force
that it penetrated the two trunk
branches of the tree. The pipe
remains there today, stuck
through the single trunk that still
stands.

The Harris family sold the
house and 40 acres to Clyde
Hannah in 1963 for subdividing
and development.  Q

More Details Revealed About the Tornado-Blown,
Tree-Piercing Pipe Featured in Last Issue

Mr. Henderson stands in front of
the tree with the pipe from the
well tower sticking in the side.

www.cviog.uga.edu/Projects/gainfo/
1936tornado/1936tornadophotos.htm

Gainesville 1936
Tornado Photos

The Chaplain’s Corner

First, allow me to introduce myself. My name is
Patrick Galloway and I am your company Chaplain. 

I have more than 20 years experience in full-time
prison ministry, as well as providing group therapy for
those who may have grown up in an abusive childhood
environment. I have also worked with those who are
currently in abusive situations as well. 

My main objective is for you to know that you have
someone to share your concerns and your joys with,
and to help you and your family with any problems that
may arise. Examples of such potential problems include
addiction, abuse, and marital and spiritual relationships.

I have at present officiated at three funerals and had
the pleasure of conducting one wedding while with
TUCCO. I have also made hospital visits to some of you
and your family members. My goal and passion is to be
your on-the-job pastor. I will never push myself on you,
but I am always here when needed. So please do not
hesitate to call if you need me at any time. You can
reach me in the following ways:
E-mail: chaplain@tuckerconcrete.com
Cell: (404) 787-6047
Office: (770) 938-4208  Q

Please Contact Me Anytime You Feel a Spiritual Need

Patrick Galloway

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your understanding; in all your
ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”

– Proverbs 3:5-6
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Landslide Threat Forces TUCCO’s Cumming Plant to Relocate
continued from page 1

orders for the customers supplied by the
Cumming facility. They also arranged to import
a portable plant from South Carolina to get 
production up and running until TUCCO and
La fa rge could select a new site and build a new
permanent fa c i l i t y.

“ We had the old plant dismantled and moved
by Wednesday, Dec. 7,” Ricky said. “We then
p o u red footings for the portable plant the fo l l ow i n g
Saturday so we would be ready when the
portable plant arrived on Dec. 12. We shipped
the first concrete from the portable plant on
Saturday, Dec. 17, just two weeks after I got the
first call about the situation.”

By early the next week, the portable plant
had begun churning out enough concrete to
resume full service of the plant’s traditional
customers. TUCCO and Lafarge officials then
turned their full attention to selecting a new
site for a new permanent facility.

“ We settled on a more stable area at the back
side of the quarry, well away from the big hole,”
Ricky said. “Lafarge cleared the area during late
January and Fe b r u a r y. We finalized the site layo u t
on Jan. 28, and we expect to have our new
Cumming plant set-up and in progress by late
March early April.”

“This situation clearly indicated the importa n c e
that TUCCO places on keeping our employees
safe and providing reliable service to our cus-
tomers,” Buddy said. 

“A big thank you goes out to Lafarge, Greg
B e a s l ey and his crew, Dale Henderson and Ricky
Sullins for everyone’s magnificent cooperation
and work. Cumming has been our best plant
since its inception. We couldn’t lose her. We look
fo r wa rd to getting the new plant opera t i o n a l and
not only continuing but expanding our service
to our customers in the Cumming, Fo rs y t h
County area.”  Q

Dale Henderson Sells and Delivers One of the Biggest Jobs Ever Att empted by TUCCO continued from page 1

managing the sheer volume of materials needed
for the job re p resented our greatest challenge, ”
H e n d e rson said. “Having hundreds of loads of
m a t e r i a l come in each day made logistics a 
crucial consideration.” “Our outside haulers,
Cousins Group and Lewis Trucking, really
worked hard to supply our material needs.” 

To mix all these materials and deliver the
concrete in the most efficient manner possible,
TUCCO also rented a portable concrete plant
from Mark Twain Ready Mix Company of
Hannibal, MO.

“If we had tried to mix the concrete and ship
it from our Covington plant, we would have
tied up 25 trucks each day,” Henderson said.
“By setting up a p o r table plant at the construction
s i t e, we only needed seven trucks assigned to
the project.”

The project also occupied the vast majority
of Henderson’s time as it unfolded. It kept
Quality Control Technicians Felton Moon and
Thurman “J.J.” Clark busy as well.

“Felton did all of our in-house testing on the
material we supplied for the job and J.J. ove rs aw
daily opera t i o n s,”  Henderson said. “Both of
t h e m touched every yard that went into the
project in some form or fashion.”

Their efforts and those of the drivers
involved paid off. TUCCO employees reported
no accidents or injuries on the entire job.
Equally impressive, the company lost only
three of the 4,500 loads that went into the job.

Henderson credited the entire TUCCO family
with making the project so successful.

“ We appreciate the efforts of all of our employe e s
who had to ta ke on additional re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
and fill in for Felton, J.J., and myself while we
were spending all of our time on this job,” he
said. “Without their help, we would never have
enjoyed the success that we had.”

The time, effort, and attention to detail that
TUCCO put into the project also made a huge
impression on officials at Clayco, according to
Henderson.

“One Clayco official told me that they had
poured with hundreds of ready mix companies
through the years, and that TUCCO was the
best that they had ever worked with,”

Henderson said. “That means a lot coming
from a company that has done hundreds of
millions of dollars worth of business through
the years.

“The best thing is not one of the regular 
c u s to m e rs had to wait because of this job,” said
Buddy Pittard. “Dale has always given TUCCO

his very best efforts and TUCCO has benefited
greatly. This tremendous job proves that we
can enter the ‘portable plant’ process and that
we have the ability to pour almost any size job.
Thanks, once again, to all of the employees,
suppliers, trucking companies, and especially to
Dale for a job well done.”  Q

Tucker Concrete Company
P.O. Box 585
Tucker, Georgia 30085
www.tuckerconcrete.com
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