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Mark Henderson’s Memory and Influence Will Live Forever
Alber t Pike once said, “What a man does for himself

dies wit h him, but what he does for ot hers is immor tal
and remains forever.” The life and times of TUCCO
founder Mark Hender son definitely pr oved the trut h of
those words

Mark Henderson came int o the world on September
23, 1912 in Chamblee, Georgia. The second child of
Glen and Ola Henderson, Mark Henderson later w el-
comed four more br others into the family.

Growing up on a farm and
working in his fat her’s sawmill,
Mark Henderson learned t he
impor tance of hard work at an
early age. He went on to gradu-
ate from Chamblee High School
in 1929 and was voted “Mos t
Likely to Succeed” by his class -
mates. After graduation, he
worked for Atlantic Steel
Company and Warren
Refrigeration Compan y.

He married t he former
Margrie Weed in 1935 and, six

years later, the couple moved to Charleston, South
Carolina. Mark w orked at t he U.S. Navy Shipyard ther e
during World War II. The couple r etur ned to Tucker in
1945, when Mark took a position as Mainte n a n c e
Fo re m a n of the Doraville General Motors Assembly
Plant. He remained with GM until 1 958, then left to pur -
sue one of his fondest dr eams.

Mark Henderson founded Tuc ker Concrete
Company in 1959, and laid the foundation f or t he s u c-

cess that the comp a ny continues
to enjoy today. Many people
who knew Mark in t hose early
days still r emember him riding
around Tuc ker in his r ed pickup
tr uck, p ro u d ly wearing his
T U C CO unifo rm and TUCCO hat.
He continued to serve as
TUCCO’s president and chair -
man of t he board until 1 978.

As the company grew, so too
did his famil y. Mark and Margrie
Henderson had t hree childr en,

continued on page 3

Mixing It Up
With Buddy:

This is my first article for The
TUCCO Vision and I am dete rm i n e d
to wri te about Mr. Henderson. He
was not my fa ther but, since I lost
my fa th e r in 1973, he became my
surrogate fa ther for these last 32
ye a rs. I know I knew him and love d
him just as I did my biological fa th e r.
And I know Mr . Henderson loved
me.

Like all of us, Mr. Henderson
had his faults. But I ha ve always
believed that his vir tues far out -
weighed those faults. He loved being
the center of attention. He love d
making outra geous sta te m e n t s . And
he loved inve st i gating any thing and
everyt hing new.

If you will look closely at t he
photog raph, you will notice a pipe
sticking out of t he tr ee in the back-
ground. A tor nado pulled t hat pipe
out of a well and hurled it t hrough
that tr ee, I think, in t he 1940s. You
can go see it to d ay close to dow n-
tow n Tucker. (Please feel free to
ask me for dir ections.)

Of course, Mr. Henderson knew
everyt hing about t ornados and the
weather. He had learned much as
a young fa rm boy because th e
we a th e r was a crucial fact or. He

continued on page 2
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Mark
Henderson
Meant a
Great Deal 
to All of UsBuddy Pittard

Welcome to the f irst edition of
The TUCCO Vision.

We hope this  qu a rte r ly news l e t te r
will become a par t of t he reading
habits of our suppliers, cus tomers
and friends. We began publishing
this paper t o explain what we ar e
doing and ho w we int end to accom-
plish our goals and ac hieve success
– both for our selves and for other s
wit h mutual interests. Af ter all, our
c o mp a ny remains dedicated to
“ i m p roving the liv es of oth e rs . ”
This commi tment appli es to eve ry-
one we deal with .

As you may know, our founder
R. Mark Henderson passed away in
June. He always liked to say: “If
you can’t stand on my shoulder s
and reach higher t han I can then
you’re not much of a man.” He
challenged us many times t o help

everyone we could. He remains
our mentor her e at TUCCO and
we will striv e to make TUCCO
different from an y concr ete
company you have ever
encounter ed. Our goal is not t o
maximize our p ro fit s or
become the bigge st. Our goal is
to “help oth e rs . ”

We therefore believe it is
appropriat e to take this oppor -
tunity to explain t he type of
man Mr. Henderson was. We
believe that helping y ou under -
stand him will giv e you additional
insight into what TUCCO is, and
what we intend to become.

We also hope some of the arti -
cles bring back a f eeling of nostal-
gia because his life spanned so
much of our his tory especially in
the constr uction industr y.

Thanks you for reading, and
thank you for being an im por tant
par t of the TUCCO family.

R. C. (Buddy) Pitt ard, CEO
Tucker Concrete Co., Inc.

MaMaw and PaPaw in Apalachicola. The y had a
wonderful lif e together.

Mark and Robert Hender son 1961. Two of t he
toughest men in Tuc ker.
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used a 
combination of t he Farmers
Almanac, what his elders said, and
his own brand of Mark Henderson
wit to pr edict t he weather.

“Now you see that dog t here?” 
He loved to bark at dogs. “See his
coat?” “Gonna be a long winter .” …
“Look at that pony over th e re.” … “Ole
father time’s gonna t ake care of it.” 

If you were wise, you never chal-
lenged his knowledge. He never said
anyt hing he wasn’t willing to bac k
up to t he hilt, no matt er how wild it
was. He told me once that t he human
eye could see seven miles. I made
the mistake of saying t hat t he
human eye could see to infinity . “Ya
see? Ya see? That’s what I’m talking
about. That’s about seven miles fro m
here.” It was better t o agree. 

The above may make you t hink
Mr. Henderson had no technical
knowledge. That is very far fr om t he
tr uth. He just had contradict ory
knowledge from comments he had
heard in his y out h from sour ces like
uncles or par ents – people who he
re s p e c ted so much that he mainta i n e d
their belief s as part of his o wn. This
characteristic clearl y indicated ho w
much Mr. Henderson respected his
elders. 

In fact, Mr . Henderson had a great
deal of technical kno wledge. He 
and his brot her actually inv ented a
defroster for r efrigerat ors at t he
Warren Refrigerator Company. They
had no patent and did t heir w ork at
the company, so the invention
became company proper ty.

Mr. Henderson combined existing
technologies to pr oduce a cement
railcar unloading system that util ized
pneumatic air pr essure to unload
cement int o concret e plants and
tr ucks. This technology r emains in
use almost everywher e today.

(On t he subject of cement, ma y I
take just a moment to mak e sure
everyone knows the difference
between cement and concret e?
When you see one of the TUCCO
mixers going down t he road, it has
concret e in it not just cement.
Cement is an ingredient in concr ete
and th e re is no such thi ng as a
cement tru ck. There are bulk hauling
tr ucks that may have cement in
them. But if you see a TUCCO truck
or any ot her “mixer” truc k, it is a

concret e truc k. Thank you for t hat
moment.)

Back to Mr. Henderson, he also
invented his own concret e heating
system, his own revolution counter ,
his own wa ter tru ck, and his own silos.
He fabricat ed his own concret e
plants, his o wn unloading sy stems,
and he could t ake a truck apart to
its most basic bolts and put it bac k
together again. He converted par t of
his fleet to propane gas befo re energ y
crunches. He used the first “front
dischar ge” truc ks in Atlanta. 

Wi t h the help of Louie Pittman,
T U C CO became one of the fi rst 
c o mp a n i e s to pour t he median barri -
ers on t he e x p re s s ways. Wi th th e
help of Gentry and Thompson and
R a i fo rd Wi l l i a m s , Mr. Henderson
poured most of t he bridg es and 
culverts in Dekalb C o u n t y. Wi t h th e
help of Dan Pa t t i l l o , he poured mos t
of t he warehouses in Dekalb
County.

Accomplishments lik e these
resulted mostl y from hard work,
which Mr . Henderson was a master.
En ro u te to th ese ach i evements, a lot
of us also learned many good lessons
from Mr . Henderson. 

“Respect your elders and y our
past, but look to the future.” …
“Don’t be afraid to tr y something
you don’t totall y understand.” …
“Do t hings yourself when y ou can.”
… “Keep good fri ends and custo m e rs
close to you by becoming t he kind
of concret e company the customer
wants and not what y ou want.” …
“Never get so smart t hat you can’t
learn something”.

This last picture is me and T ony
and Mr. Henderson. See what I
mean? Even at 92, he wanted to go
on a helicopter ride and see all of
his concr ete plants. I’m glad we took
the time. 

Buddy

Tucker Concrete Company, Inc.
(TUCCO) showed its suppor t for
members of t he U.S. Armed Forces
and all persons in unif orm by
u n veil ing two ready mix concre te
t r u cks with desert  camoufl a ge paint
jobs on Wednesday, August 31, at
the company’s headquar ters.

“Our com pany’s chief executiv e
officer, Robert C.
‘Buddy’ Pit ta rd, came
up with t he idea of
painting these tru ck
d e s e rt camoufl a ge
st y l e ,” said To ny Cape,
p resident of TUCCO
“When t he rest of us
heard his suggestion,
we loved the idea
and immediatel y
jumped on t he 
bandwagon.” 

“We want to show how much we
appreciate the members of our
armed forces and every person in
fire protection, t he police, and
homeland security ,” Pitt ard said.
“We hope that people driving
around Atlant a will see our tr ucks
and take just a moment to r ealize
and appreciat e the sacrifice t hat
these men and women so coura-
geously give.”

In addition to the paint job, th e
t ru c ks fe a t u re a prominent comp a ny
logo and t he message “TUCCO
Supports Our T roops.” Tucker
Concrete Company Inc. acquired
its newest camouf lage truck fr om
Gainesville Truck Center of
Gainesville, Ga.

“Mick and Blaine Allison at
Gainesville Mack Trucks did a
tr emendous job making our vision
of this vehicle become a reality ,”
Cape said. “Gerald Bryant also did
a great job of painting t he truck.”

Honored guests at the unveiling
ceremonies included Mas ter
Gunnery Sergeant Frank Golaen
and members of the Marine
Aviation Logis tics Squadron 42,
which is par t of t he Marine Air craft
Group 42 based at the Naval Air
Station in Mariett a, Ga. 

“When I saw a photo of th e tru ck ,
I loved it,” Golaen said. “We look
forward to par ticipating in the
unveiling.”

A variety of city, county, and sta te
o fficials will also attend the unve i l i n g

c e re m o ny. Comp a ny officials expect
some of Georgia’s constr uction
i n d u st ry leaders to attend th e eve n t
as well . For exa mple, Gordon Ke n n a ,
president of t he Georgia Concrete
and Products Association plans t o
attend the unveiling, as does David
Ellis, Executiv e Director of the
Greater Atlant a Home Builders

Association.
“I believe most of

our members will
enthusiasticall y sup-
por t this expr ession of
suppor t for our men
and women in unifo rm ,”
Kenna said. “I have
h e a rd many mov i n g
stories fr om members
about  fr iends and fa m i ly
members who ar e serv-

ing in t he Armed Forces in Ir aq a n d
A f g h a n i stan. I think this ge st u reby
Tucker Concrete Company Inc. 
will mean a great deal to those
individuals.”

“I am excited to see t hat one of
our members w ants to rall y the
spirit of t he community in suppor t

of those who risk t heir liv es for our
countr y,” Ellis said. “I t hink it’s
wonder ful that T ucker Concrete
C o mp a ny has ta ken this step to show
the community their patriotism, their
pride in our countr y, and their 
suppor t for our tr oops.”

“All of us in t he construction
industr y seem to have a closer
bond wit h t he uniformed services
of America,” Pittar d said. “Maybe it
is our blue collars but, what ever it
is, we love and respect each and
every person who volunt eers to
serve and protect our countr y. We
hope t his small gesture will sho w
the extent of our appreciation and
that we are solidl y behind each
and every one of our men and
women in uniform.”  Q

Tucker Concrete Company Shows
Support for U.S. Troops by Rolling
Out New Trucks With Desert
Camouflage Paint Job

Mixing It Up With Buddy:  (continued from page 1)

“He converted part of his fleet to propane gas befo re
e n e rg y crunches. He used the fir st “fr ont dischar ge”
tr ucks in Atlant a.”

“I t hink it’s w onderful
that Tucker Concrete
C o mp a ny has ta ke n
this step to show th e
community their 
p a t r i o t i s m , their pride
in our countr y, and
their suppor t for our
tr oops.”
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Tucker Concrete Company’s
2005 annual meeting marks the
beginning of a new era in our 
company for several reasons.

First and foremost, 2005 is the
first year that we have held this
meeting wit hout our founder Mark
Henderson in att endance. But
even though he has ph ysicall y
departed from our pr esence, he
continues to inf luence everyt hing
we do at TUCCO. He and his fa m i ly
h ave devo ted most of their  wo r k i n g
lives to this compan y and we will

always owe them a big thank you.
Our attitudes and ac hievements
continue to re flect the many l e s s o n s
he taught us, and his powe rful 
p e rs o n a l i t y will continue t o shape
our futur e.

Improving t he lives of others
was announced as our sta te m e n t
of purpose. We will  begin demon-
st rating our commitment to th a t
sta tement by introducing two maj o r
n ew benefi t s : a 401K pro gra m and
free uniforms.

One of our plants has a
sign that reads “Together we
can accomplish more.” 
Even though we face more
challenges than ever befor e,
if we work t ogether, your
family and mine will liv e the
American Dream and mor e
impor tantly, when our w ork
is finall y done, we can
proudl y say, “ We imp rove d
the lives of oth e rs.”  Q

son J. Ro b e rt and daughte rs Mars h a
and Jane. The fa m i ly continued to
expand when the ch i l d r e n reached
adult hood, married, and b e ga n
h aving ch i l d r en of their own. Fi rst ,
th ey welcomed Ro b e rt ’ s wife
Kalen, Marsha’s husband Robert
C. “Buddy” Pitt ard, and Jane’s 
husband Mark J. McWhort e r. Then
seven grandchildr en arriv ed.
Eventuall y, 17 great grandchildr en
came into the world as well. Mark
loved them all dearl y – even

though he sometimes had to ask,
“Now who does t hat one belong
to?” Mark Henderson took g reat
pride in the f act that g randson
Clayton, now 17, was born on his
75th bir thday.

Mark and Mar grie remained
devoted to each ot her t hroughout
66 years of marriage. When
Margrie passed away in 2001, Mark
found solace in his famil y. In 
addition to his c hildr en and 
grandchildr en, he had his 
brot hers Walter Henderson, 
Dick Henderson, Fred Henderson,
Rufus Henderson, their wiv es, and
their families t o comfor t him.

Mark also had t he suppor t of
the many friends he had made 

in business and t he community
through t he years. He was a 
member of The Fir st Baptis t
Church of Tucker for mor e than 
60 ye a rs and served as an ord a i n e d
Deacon. Mark had also helped t o
establish t he First National Bank of
Tucker and served on its board of
dir ectors f or many years.

In addition, he suppor ted and
par ticipat ed in many dif ferent civic
o rganizations and ch a r i table causes
through t he years. For many years,
he took an activ e part in t he Lion’s
Club wit h a special interest in t he
Light house for t he Blind. In 1945,
he joined t he Tucker Masonic
Lodge #42, which honor ed him as
its Mason of t he Year in 1979 and
again in 1981. In addition, Mark
Henderson was a member of the
Sardis Masonic Lodge Chapter #77,
the Chamblee Masonic Lodge, and
an honorar y member of t he
Loganville Masonic Lodge. He also
made ge n e rous contributions to
m a ny charities and ch u rches during
his lifetime.

In October 1983, the Grand
Master of t he State of Georgia 
recognized him with a Dist i n g u i s h e d
Service Award. Mark went on t o
join t he Yaarab Temple in 1985,
and became even more involved
in helping childr en. He devoted
many hours t o the Shriner’s
Hospit al for Crippled Children and
to the bur n center. In May 1987, he
was awarded a Gold Book Society
Award for his g enerous suppor t
and investment in humanity .

Mark also impar ted many words
of wisdom to t hose who knew him
through t he years. They may not
have all been his original ideas,

but he sure t ook cr edit
for t hem: 

“If you can’t stand on
my shoulders and reac h
higher t han I do you’r e
not much of a man.” 

“Never brag on your
birddog until he’s dead.” 

“If you don’t mak e a
man pay you he’ll q uit
buying fr om you.” 

“Ther e is a Georgia
law that I have never
seen broken. It’s against
the law in Georgia to sell
anyt hing wit hout a buy er.” 

“I never saw a company go out
of business fr om making too muc h
money.” 

“They didn’t build all t hose
buildings in Las V egas from people
taking money out of t here.”

In his f inal years, visit ors of ten
greeted him wit h the words:
“Good to see you Mark.” He almost
always replied, “You know what’s
better? I see you too.” He would
then laugh and grab the visitor b y
the elbow to keep the person from
getting away until he w as ready.

Mark always wanted to liv e to
be 100. Then he wanted to out liv e
his “PaPa” who made it to 96. But
the good Lord had ot her plans,
and called him home to glor y on
June 29 of this year. Funeral 
services took place at Fir st Baptis t
Church of Tucker on Friday July 1,
2005. His family t hen laid Mark t o
re st at Floral Hil ls Memory Gard e n s
in Tu cke r, with his gra n d s o n s
serving as pallbearers. In k eeping
wit h his wishes, t he family
requested that anyone wishing t o
honor  the memory of Mark

H e n d e rson should  do so by making
a donation to the Fir st Baptis t
Church of Tucker or t he Masonic
Home of Georgia Endowment
Fund, P.O. Box 4665, 811 Mulber ry
St., Macon Georgia 31208-4665.

Although g reatly saddened by
his passing, all who kne w Mark
Henderson take great comfort in
knowing t hat he liv ed a long and
wo n d e rful lif e – full  of ach i eve m e n t
and love that overshadowed any
mistakes he may have made along
the way. He left a thankful and
successful famil y, grateful church
and community , many wonderful
memories of him, a wa rm and last i n g
humor , and a promise t hat he will
see us all in heaven if we choose
to follow him ag ain.

For all t hese reasons, and 
countless others, Mark Hender son
will liv e forever. Q

TUCCO Demonstrates Our Commitment to Improving
the Lives of Others by Putting Employees First

This is one of t he “Riteways” TUCCO
operat ed until 1 970 when they were
sold to a com pany in Utah.

Mr. Hendersons last visit to TUCC O. Melissa Thomas
is always their wit h a smile and a hug. Congratulations
to Melissa on t he bir th of her daughter , Lindsey Jane.

Willie Middlebr ooks and Robert Cullens. T wo
retir ed TUCCO drivers dropped b y the TUCCO
office for a visit. A t retirement their combined 
profit sharing w as over $100,000.

Mark Henderson’s Memory and Influence Will Live Forever (continued from page 1)
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Mark Henderson rose from humble
beginnings to become a highly success-
ful businessman and entre p re n e u r. His
recollections of his early days prov i d e
valuable insight into his personality
and the culture of the company he
founded. For that reason, TUCCO
Vision respectfully offers you some
of Mr. Henderson’s comments on the
forces that shaped him and the
world he helped shape.
Going to school was quite an
adventure when I was young.

We lived on Chamblee Tucker
Road in t he area now called Embr y
Hills, and I started attending classes
in 1918 at the Wylie school next t o
A n t i o ch Church. People called it  th e
Wylie school because it w as next to
Mr. Wylie’s store, where Henderson
Mill and Chamblee T ucker meet.
The school had tw o rooms and a
barrel stove for heat. In t he wint er,
the big boys, the seventh graders,
always had the stove burning by
the time you got to school. Y ou had
to make your own air conditioning

by making a fan out of notebook
paper, if you had any.

My Aunt Tavie Henderson and
Minnie Baker taught school. Minnie
Baker could reall y whip y our t ail.
She was a tall lanky w oman. She’d
grab your ear, twist it betw een her
knuckles, and then WHOP! When
she got t hrough wit h you, you’d
behave… at least for a day or tw o. 

Then I went to Doraville to sch o o l
until fif th grade. We walked from
what’s now Chamblee T ucker Road
and I-285 to “downtown” Dor aville.
Chamblee Tucker was a dir t r oad
until af ter World War II.

One time, t he bridge across
Peachtr ee Creek washed out. Back
then, you didn’t w ait for t he county
or state to fix t he roads. You fixed
them yourself. My uncles and m y
father put a foot log acr oss the
creek, and D. G. Chesnut built us a
handrail. We just missed school
until t hey finished t he work.

Construction w as done wit h
what t hey called “v olunteer” help,

even though it w asn’t quit e what
you’d call “v olunt eer.” You had to
either work or pa y tax. The first tax
I worked off was $1. (I was young
and I not worth much, I guess.)
Believe it or not, I w orked every
day for a week to get t hat t ax credit.

After t he fif th grade, I went to
Chamblee High School. In t hose
days, high school onl y went up t o
the 11th grade. I walked to school
until the se venth grade, when they
got school buses. My f ather dr ove
the one from our ar ea, a Mr. Smith
drove the one from Druid Hills, and
Lively drove the one from
Brookhaven. We thought sc hool
busses we re th e gre a te st thing eve r.

At t he time, some childr en didn’t
even go to school because t heir
parents needed them to w ork on
their far ms. But when t hose shiny
school buses started bouncing
down t he countr y roads, just about
everyone started going to school. It
was wonderful for a bo y like me to
get to ride t hose school buses. 

All fiv e of my brot hers and I
graduated fr om Chamblee High
School. (One of my brothers even
ended up becoming a school
teacher himself.)

I graduated on June 29, 1929,
when I was 16. We had 29 students
to graduate.

Looking back on what my pare n t s
and th e whole community did to get
us all t hrough school in depr ession
times, I feel a great appreciation for
the people of t hat generation. The y
saw what needed to be done and
did it. Times w ere simpler, but
much harder, and a lot of people
died young. My mot her was one of
them. But she was tough and I’m
tough because she made me that way.

She and my fa ther taught me many
things. I don’t r ecall if t hey taught
me thi s: but  I know if you work hard
and keep your mind on y our own
business, you’ll s tay out of tr ouble
and never have to back up t o the
paymaster when t he day ends.  Q

Mark Henderson’s Humble Beginnings Shaped a Powerful Personality
MARK’S MEMORIES

Calvin Barnes and Tony Swift install t he
new grill on “TUCCO’s fir st baby.” The grill
came all the way from California wher e it
was found by Roy Tancre of Snellville.

Willie, Joey and Moll y Crevey from New
York visit TUCCO and old #1. These are Joe
Engle’s grandchildren. The y toured the
Tucker Plant and Willie and Joey tried out
a couple of concr ete truc ks.

Mr. Henderson’s t ag from his “pickup of
many dents” (none of which w ere his fault).
The tag is now the centerpiece of the RMH
work ethic a ward that Lane Blaha w on t his
year.

The Golden Gate Bridge is shown in t he
background. Most of t he TUCCO
management team attended an e-myth
management seminar to test and improve
our skills. W e learned we are doing many
things right but t here are new tactics that
will help TUCCO.

1-800-CONCRETE announced on
September 8, 2005 that we are now an
official v endor for The Home Depot.

Bob Smith, Coleman McCloed, Lee Teems
Jeff Stephens and Ricky Sullens help 
celebrat e the one-milliont h yard of concr ete
shipped from the TUCCO Cumming Plant.
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